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Some Thoughts about Salvation 

We have just about come to the end of our summer 2016 and are ready to start the fall schedule.  For 
some of us this means going back to school and preparing for the year. Here at church we are looking forward 
excitedly to the beginning of Sunday School and our Education program, Wednesday All Stars and 
Confirmation.  With the ending of the summer and the coming of the fall I am also bringing my “Questions and 
Answers” sermon series to an end.  I really appreciate the questions I received and I hope that you found it 
helpful and instructive for your faith journeys. I have appreciated the opportunity to think through some of 
the issues raised.  I have posted the audio of the “Forgiveness” and the “Heaven, Hell, Salvation” sermons (all 
the Q & A sermons are posted) on the wartburgparish.com website media page and you are welcome to listen 
to them there if you would like to.  I have also saved the audio of the “Bible” sermon, but have not posted it 
online, at least not yet. 

I would like to use this space to share in writing my reflection on Salvation, because I think it is 
important.  I am going to leave off the “Heaven and Hell” parts and refer you to the audio online for that, and 
just focus on the last section of my sermon where I outlined what I believe is the Biblical understanding of 
Salvation. It is important because this word – “Salvation” – gets thrown around a lot and to a large extent has 
become one of those “churchy” words that doesn’t hold much meaning for us anymore.  This is too bad 
because “Salvation” is important.  It lay at the root of our faith and relationship with God through Jesus.  The 
common understanding of “Salvation” in popular Christianity has come to mean “going to heaven when you 
die.”  This is unfortunate and rather incomplete.  It is important for us to understand that the Gospel – the 
Good News – is not primarily about going to heaven when you die. The Good News of the Gospel is that the 
Kingdom of God has come into our midst – NOW!  And that new life in Christ (Eternal Life in John) begins NOW 
in our Baptisms and continues throughout our lives and beyond.  So the proclamation of the Kingdom includes 
the promise that we will remain in God’s love and grace forever in this life and beyond.  But the focus is on life 
NOW. 

Why is this important?  If we are so completely future focused then we loose a sense of our calling and 
responsibility to live out the Gospel.  And this is exactly what has happened.  As Christianity has moved 
towards being future-focused we have lost or rejected the responsibility that the Gospel calls for us to be 
open vessels of God’s love now, reaching out to help, care for, feed and love others and to care for the 
creation that God has given us. The future-focused faith tends to boil everything down to “what is going to 
happen to me” and the more self-focused we get the more selfish and exclusive we become.  This is not 
Christian or Biblical salvation. 

What is Salvation?  I have 4 points:  1. Biblical Salvation is primarily relationship - relationship with God 
and with others.  And they work together.  Our relationship with God leads us to be open to all kinds of 
relationships with others and as we are in relationship with others our relationship with God is strengthened.  
We are thus “saved” from a life of complete self-focus and alienation through our openness to God and 
others.  When we loose a sense of the centrality of relationship in our lives of faith then we put blocks 
between us and God. Anytime we act in hate, in prejudice; anytime we allow ourselves to act or speak in racist 
or sexist or dismissive ways towards anyone; anytime we become judgmental and begin to act in ways that are 
self-serving and at the same time hurtful and destructive to others then we have placed blocks between us 
and God and have turned our backs on our salvation. 

2. This leads to the second important point, which is that Biblical Salvation is not about “personal 
salvation.”  It is not “me and Jesus.”  There is a personal dimension, but Salvation is primarily corporate; it is 
focused in community. Baptism makes us a part of a community and it is within this community that we are to 
“work out our salvation.”   



3. As we work to respond to God’s gift of salvation – God’s gift of relationship; as we recognize and 
work within and through and towards community then we are freed from our “sinful” self-focus and 
selfishness.  And we are returned from the exile of self-centeredness.  The primary images of salvation in the 
Old Testament is that Salvation is liberation from slavery and return from exile.  In both the gift is the 
restoration of relationship and the gift of community. 

4. Lastly, Salvation is a process of transformation. Salvation is not a one time event. We don’t make a 
decision for Jesus, rather God decides for us and is committed to us; we don’t decide to be “born again” on a 
particular date and time.  In fact God gives to us this gift of new birth in our Baptism and continues to be with 
us throughout our lives working with us and guiding us and giving to us God’s amazing presence.  I was “born 
again” on April 10, 1955.  I was one month old and my parents had me baptized on that day.  From then I have 
been on a journey and God has been present with me every step of the way.  During that time in my almost 62 
years I have made mistakes and taken wrong turns and found myself in darkness, but God has never 
abandoned me.  And God will never abandon any of you either.  Salvation is a process of growth and 
transformation that continues forever. 

The gift of Salvation gives us the opportunity to grow and to learn and to serve others.  And no matter 
how old or how young we are, we are all in process and we are all on the journey of salvation following Jesus.  
Ultimately Salvation is a gift of God’s love and unconditional grace that we cannot earn and we do not 
deserve, but which is given to us freely out of the amazing and incredibly indescribable love which God has for 
us. 

Blessings for the fall!!! - 

 
 

Worship – Fall 2016 

As we continue through the fall “green” weeks Pastor will return to preaching on the appointed 
lessons.  The fall always includes several important festivals: 

 9/10-11 – Rally Day – The first day of Sunday School. 
 10/2 – Sunday afternoon – The Parish will offer a service of the Blessing of the Animals that will be held 
at St. Peter’s in Wine Hill – 2:00pm  Bring your animals for a lovely service of blessing. You may bring any 
animal you would like to have blessed; also stuffed animals can be brought to stand-in for animals who cannot 
make the trip.   
 10/29-30 – Reformation Services – this year we will celebrate the Feast of the Reformation during our 
worship. 
 11/5-6 – The Feast of All Saints – This service will include the Remembrance of the Faithful departed. 
 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly at Sunday worship.  On Saturday Holy Communion is celebrated on the 
first and third Saturdays during “green” weeks (when the paraments are green – also known as “Ordinary 
time”).  When the parament color changes then Holy Communion is celebrated weekly on Saturdays. 

The Remembrance of the Faithful Departed  

At our celebration of the Feast of All Saints on Saturday, November 5 and Sunday November 6 our worship will 
include the Remembrance of the Faithful Departed. During this part of the service we read the names of those 
who have died in the Lord during the previous year (November 2015 through October or early November 
2016). If you would like someone included in this prayer of remembrance please call the church office during 
October, no later than October 31 and we will include them in this prayer litany. 
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First, We Give of Ourselves – Stewardship Emphasis 
for 2016 

 At its meeting in July, 2015 the Wartburg 
Parish council voted to invite all congregations of the 
Parish to utilize the First, We Give of Ourselves 
materials which have been developed and made 
available to us by our Synod. 
 FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES is a 
three year stewardship response program designed for 
congregations who wish to help members grow in their 
understanding of stewardship as a spiritual and 
discipleship practice.  The theme verse for this 
program is found in 2 Corinthians 8:5.  The Apostle 
Paul in describing the generosity of the Macedonian 
Christians says: “… and this, not merely as we 
expected, they gave themselves first to the Lord…”  It 
is the hope that this program can help all of our Parish 
congregations repackage the discussion of 
stewardship, from one that understands stewardship 
simply as a fund raising activity to fulfill a budget, to 
one that is centered in and through God’s abundant 
grace in Christ.  This program has three themes which 
seek to move the conversation of stewardship from bill 
paying to gift sharing, from scarcity to abundance.  
These yearly themes are “Giving in Grace”, “Giving in 
Gratitude” and “Giving in Generosity.” 
 Gratitude and thankfulness is the center point 
of this stewardship discussion and “Giving in 
Gratitude” is the topic of year two.  Our giving is done 
first, as a joyful and faithful response to God’s gift of 
grace in Christ.  This is the foundational reason for 
giving. From the first foundational reason flows a 
second – that we give out of a sense of gratitude and 
thanksgiving for the gifts that God has given to us.  Our 
gifts are joyfully given that the ministries of one’s 
congregation can grow and be vibrant in the 
proclamation of Christ and God’s grace.   
 

COMMUNION ELEMENTS – Just a reminder 
that both white grape juice and gluten-free 

communion wafers are now available for Holy 
Communion.  There are always several cups of white 
grape juice in each tray, and there is always grape juice 
in the divided chalice also available on the Sundays we 
use the intinction set.  If you wish to take the grape juice 
please either reach for it or point towards it so that the 
Assisting Minister will know to serve you grape juice.  
 We also will serve communion wafers that are 
gluten, wheat, yeast, dairy, egg, soy-nut and corn free.  
Please indicate to Pastor, either before the service or 
simply whisper your preference when you come to 
receive. 

 It is important to acknowledge that we have 
different health and food concerns.  The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion is a Sacrament of radical inclusion – 
all are welcome and nothing should get in the way.  
With the offering of these wafers and the grape juice we 
hope to eliminate another barrier that may interfere 
with a believer’s ability to commune.  Also, please note, 
that communion is also valid in one form.  For 
example, if you have a situation where you cannot take 
either wine or grape juice you can commune with the 
bread only, if you choose; and vice versa.  This is 
common in other traditions, though not so common in 
the Lutheran experience.  If you have any questions or 
concerns about any of these reception issues please feel 
free to contact Pastor Duncan. 
 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES: 

BIBLE STUDIES –  
Morning Bible Study:  
 We meet on Wednesday mornings from 
9:30am to 10:30am in the library. We are 

studying 1st & 2nd Samuel. We hope you will come and 
learn what God is telling us through His Word. 

Plan now to join us!  All are welcome! 
Evening Bible Studies:   Monday Evening Study Group at 
St. John, Post Oak will begin on Monday, Sept. 12th at 7PM. 
They are continuing “Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith”.  
They look at different faiths every week.   

 

YOUTH/ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
The Youth/Adult Bible Study on Sunday mornings 
(10:30am – 11:30am) will continue to meet in the 
library.  Beginning September, watch for a schedule 
in the bulletin. We will continue with the Gospel of 
Mark.  If you are in need of childcare, please let the 
Pastor know.   
 

MORNING PRAYER:  
Each Wednesday morning Morning Prayer is 
prayed in the Chapel.  This mid-week service 
provides us with a chance to slow down and 
focus on our faith in our Lord Jesus for this 

short time.  The service includes prayers for all of our 
armed service personnel and we pray for all members of 
the parish who are celebrating birthdays or 
anniversaries.  The service begins at 9:00 AM and you 
are welcome to join us. 

 
 
 
 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Play games, Eat, Laugh, Eat, Have fun!!! 

It’s time again!! Sunday School begins on 
September 11 with an Old Fashioned Church Picnic. 
We have new and exciting things planned for this 
year!   

Music – Games – Cooking – 
Videos – Food – Fellowship 

 The last Sunday of each month, we will perform our 
Music from the month at our 9am church service. 
Also, our Sunday school time on this Sunday will be 
spent enjoying breakfast and fellowship with our 
friends! Yes, you read that correct – homemade 
breakfast! YUM!!! You won’t want to miss it. 
 The fun begins Sunday, September 11th, after 
church.   
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

ADULT CHOIR – Pastor Duncan 
will continue lead the choir this 
year.  And the adult choir will sing 
for the first time on Sunday, 

October 9.  We will rehearse on Wednesday, 
September 28 at 7:15 in the Sanctuary.  Please 
plan to come and join us! 

PRAISE BAND AND SINGERS – Our Praise 
Band and Singers will continue to lead 
worship on a monthly basis.  If you would 

like to participate as a singer or an instrumentalist 
please contact Glen Wolter or the office.  
Membership in the Praise Band is open to all Youth 
from 7th grade and above through Adults. 

YOUTH NEWS 
ATTENTION 4TH,  5TH, AND 6TH 
GRADERS - IT’S TIME FOR  

WEDNESDAY ALL STARS!!!!! 
 We will start our after school 

program, Wednesday All Stars, on September 16th, as 
soon as the kids get here after school. This program is a 
wonderful opportunity for kids to have structured fun 
in a positive encouraging environment. Please 
encourage your children, family and friends with 
children this age, to attend. 
 We will have snacks and a little down time, or 
homework time, music, recess and games, Life 
Lessons and of course a wonderful dinner.  All kids in 
4th, 5th and 6th grades are welcome.  No church 
affiliation is needed.   We also have guest speakers 
occasionally as well as fun activities and crafts. 

 Please also consider volunteering to help with 
WAS. Do you have a special hobby or talent you would 
be willing to share with the kid? You can sign up for 
every Wednesday, just 1or any number in between. 
You will have a great time while teaching children the 
meaning of community. Please call Julie Posth (618) 
301-6561) for more information. 
 Registration and Information sheets will be at 
the school in the classrooms or at the church there will 
be some on Julie’s bulletin board. 
It’s the best place to  be on Wednesday afternoon. 
  

Youth Oktoberfest Stand 
The youth will be having their 
Hamburger/cheeseburger stand at the 

Oktoberfest on October 7th & 8th.  Come on out to 
support the youth. 
 

Parish Confirmation 
The Parish confirmation program will 
officially begin on Wednesday, August 
24th at 6PM.    We will using 
Colaborate curriculum.  The 7th 
graders will be meeting at Peace, 

Steeleville at 6pm and the 8th graders will be meeting 
at ST. John’s, Post Oak at 6pm. 

 
VBS UPDATE:  God is with us wherever we 
go! Vacation Bible School was held from 
June 13 through June 17. The theme was 
Deep Sea Discovery.  At Deep Sea 

Discovery, the child learned that God knows them and is 
with them wherever they go.  They also learned that they 
can serve God by serving others. 
 Once again we had a wonderful turnout of 
children from our church and community and had a great 
week.  We just wanted to say thank you again to everyone 
who helped make Deep Sea Discovery a HUGE success! 
We could not have done it without the help and support of 
the entire congregation. 
 The children collected a total of 253 cans for our 
food pantry. We also had a grand total of 180 people 
involved with VBS in one way or another – from students, 
to painters, to janitors, to teachers – anyone that played a 
part.  Without everyone’s help and prayers we couldn’t 
have made it possible. Thanks so much to all of you! 
 The entire week was a wonderful testament of how 
God does good works through his people! We are looking 
forward to next year! 
Thanks again,  Michelle Gremmels VBS Director 



WELCA NEWS:   
Peace, Steeleville WELCA and the 

Wartburg Parish WELCA will be co-
hosting the Fall Fellowship Day, Tues, Sept. 13th, 
which will be held at Peace, Steeleville.  Registration 
will begin at 9:00am; there will be devotions and a 
speaker.  The speaker will be the founder of “The 
Covering House” in St. Louis.  The Covering House is 
a safe house for victims of sex trafficking, where they 
can also get therapy and other types of help.  We will 
conclude with a lunch at noon.   

Please RSVP by Sept. 5, 2016 to Joan Dotson at 
618-317-1988 or jmdotson@yahoo.com.   

Peace WELCA – We will meet on Tues., Oct. 
18th at 1:30pm.  Hostesses will be Joan Dotson and 
Darlene Finley.  We will display the quilts in October 
and then they will be donated to Lutheran World 
Relief. 

Wartburg Parish WELCA – We will begin 
meeting at Peace, Steeleville.  Our next meeting will 
be Thursday, Sept. 1st at 7:00 pm.  Devotions will be 
given by Jan Eyer and the Hostess will be Eunice 
Singer.  Our service project will be to collect hygiene 
products for S.H.E.E.P.  Items needed are 
toothbrush/toothpaste, deodorant, bar soap, and 
shampoo with conditioner. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 3rd at 
7:00 pm. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE: 

ANGEL TREE – It is never too early to be 
shopping. Watch for bargains and then bring 
your purchases to the office.  We can use toys, 

bedding, clothes, boots, etc. All sizes!! 
 

  ALTAR FLOWERS:  We still have a few 
openings for 2016 (Nov 20/21, Dec. 4/5, 
and Dec. 18/19).  Let’s see if we can get it 

filled. Write on the chart the wording for the bulletin 
and place $30 in the offering.  It’s that simple. 

 
QUILTING for Lutheran World Relief 
takes place on the first and third 
Thursday from 1:00pm to 3:00pm at 
the parsonage. They will be finishing 

up the quilts in September and then getting them 
ready in October to take for shipping. If you have 
any questions, contact Lela Mae Shemonic (965-
3407) 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 
 We continue to serve people in 
Steeleville and the surrounding 
communities by providing food and 
sundry items.  Our shelves are getting 
quite low as we get further along in the 

year.  We ask that you consider adding a few items 
to your own grocery items and donate to the pantry.   
 We also are in need of more workers.  
Remember it’s not a huge commitment, (about one 
Tuesday morning a month).  Please give Julie a call 
at church or 618-301-6561 
 A little from everyone is better and easier 
than a lot from only one! 
 

COAT DRIVE – Peace will be handing out 
coats again this year.  You may start 
bringing clean, gently used coats to the 

church starting the month of Oct.  Hand out will begin 
Nov. 15th and run through Dec. 13th. 

Grief/Share will begin Monday, 
September 12th at 7:00 pm at St. Luke 

Lutheran. We will meet in the Meeting Room up the 
side steps from the parking lot. 
 Grief Share is a 13 week program designed to 
minister to people grieving the death of a loved one. 
This loved one may be a spouse, child, sibling, parent, 
grandparent or friend. If you have already been part 
of a Grief Share group you may want to attend again 
to give support to those who will be new to the 
ministry. Please tell anyone you know about this 
unique ministry.  
 The cost of the workbook will be provided as a 
ministry of St. Luke. 
 If you have any questions, please contact Deb 
Rathert at 318-2026 or the church office at 426-3760.  
 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE  
WOMEN & MEN of he ELCA  
FALL FELLOWSHIP DAY 
    The Southern Conference of the 

Central/Southern Synod of the ELCA will hold its fall 
assembly at Peace Lutheran Church, Steeleville, IL on 
Tuesday, September 13th with registration beginning 
at 9:00am.  The program will be The Covering House – 
a place of refuge and restoration for girls who have 
been sexually exploited or sexually trafficked located 
in St. Louis, MO.  A monetary donation will be taken 
for The Covering House to be used for therapeutic 
services, life skills services, group therapy and also for 
fun events.  The cost for the lunch is $6.00. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=800&bih=378&tbm=isch&tbnid=KUmQd-GZdisvjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/clip-art/business-meeting.html&docid=_1ctk1c9yblNQM&imgurl=http://sr.photos3.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP955/k9550703.jpg&w=150&h=170&ei=nnASUs3BMLP02wXxnIBo&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=2&dur=1250&hovh=136&hovw=120&tx=85&ty=75&page=4&tbnh=136&tbnw=120&start=31&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:41,s:0,i:211
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=95&hl=en&biw=1067&bih=504&tbm=isch&tbnid=RNpKe0LpvjHzeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.conyerselc.org/ministries/womens-ministries/&docid=WBuvGXgZXNXSzM&imgurl=http://www.conyerselc.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/WINGS.jpg&w=354&h=300&ei=wS82UJb-JYWY8gS1mICQCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=sngPPLZoe3JxXM&tbnid=xaY44eGV5g773M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DiiCuO2pK1vc&ei=HY6pU_fkD86NyATCjIHACA&bvm=bv.69620078,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNH-HAfQWHVOwWGXFrdVC_lTv0goKA&ust=1403707283232861


HAPPENINGS IN THE CONGREGATION: 
 
Baptisms :  
 Jade Lynn daughter of Ed & Julie Draper 
was baptized on June 5, 2016 at Peace 

Lutheran, Steeleville.  Her sponsors were Julie 
Schoenbeck, Guy Draper and Steve Draper. 
 
DEATHS: 
Ardell Alms passed away on Monday, June 13, 2016 
at the Memorial Hospital in Chester.  Funeral services 
were Thursday, June 16, 2016 at the Wilson’s Funeral 
Home.  Burial followed at Peace Lutheran Cemetery. 
Linda Kueker passed away on Wednesday, July 27, 
2016 at her home in Steeleville.  Funeral services were 
Monday, August 1, 2016 at Peace Lutheran Church. 
Burial followed at Paradise Cemetery. 
Bob Parker passed away on Thursday, August 18, 
2016 at Memorial Hospital, Belleville, IL. Funeral 
services were at Peace Lutheran Church, Chester. 
Burial followed at Evergreen Cemetery, Chester, IL. 
 
WEDDING: 
Jeff Mulholland and Emma Koester exchanged vows 
on July 23, 2016 at Emma Koester’s grandparent’s 
home in Evansville, IL.  They will reside at 401 S. 
Charles St., Steeleville, IL 62288. Congratulations and 
God bless. 
 

Addresses Changes:  
Jeremy (Clayton, Jordan) Donagher, P.O. 
 Box 653, Tilden, IL  62292 
Julie (Jade) Draper, 110 Allan St., Chester, 
 IL  62233 

Elmer & Lela Shemonic, 16 Rosewood Ct., Steeleville, 
 IL  62288 
Bob & Sally Bockhorn, 510 E Lakeview Dr, Sapulpa, 
 OK  74066 
Chelsy Kumke, 121 Welge Dr, Chester, IL  62233 
Tiffany Cathcart, 308 E Broadway, Steeleville, IL  
 62288 
Dennis Schatte, 502 S Sparta St, Steeleville, IL  62288 
Lauren Kiehna, 417 Joyce Lane, Steeleville, IL  62288 
Harold and Jean Hermsen, Cedarhurst of Sparta 
 No 44, 211 N Market St, Sparta, IL  62286 

Gone to College: Drop the college 
students a short note just to let them know 
you are praying for them as they are away 

from home. 
 

c/o Dustin McCurdy 
2302 Tramore 
Troy, IL  62294 

(attending SIU-E) 
 
 

Jordan Stork 
705 W. Broadway 

Steeleville, IL  62288 
(attending SWIC) 

If you know of anyone else in college please 
let me know their address so we can put it in next 
month 
 

Pastor would like to be your friend on facebook. He 
would like you to ask him so you do not have to reject 
his request or be his friend unwillingly. I would also 

like to encourage folks to “like” the Peace 
Lutheran Church ELCA page on Facebook.  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Peace
-Lutheran-Church-
ELCA/117402804945751 
 

 
 

  
 
Pr. Duncan will be on partial vacation October 23 -26. If you are 
in need of pastoral car that week you can contact Julie (618) 
301-6561, or Pr. Laura (703) 505-8710

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Peace-Lutheran-Church-ELCA/117402804945751
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